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in a new way. They intend to issue food coupons as
part of workers' wages. These coupons will provide
for the officially approved meals in the Nazi community
kitchens.
Workers employed in munitions factories are to-day
almost all compelled to eat in factory kitchens, another
sort of community feeding. Regulations issued by
Dr. Ley, the Reichs Organisation Leader and Chief
of the Labour Front, direct that factories employing
more than 500 workers must provide kitchens. The
workers must eat in the factory. How their wives
feed themselves and the children is no concern of the
authorities.
The "Frankfurter Zeitung" gives an inkling of the
growth of community eating when it writes:
"Already at the outbreak of war over four million
people (excluding the West-wall workers) were fed in
community kitchens. Over 10,000 canteens in stores,
factories, banks and insurance companies catered for the
employees. Almost half of all German employees (in
certain professions even two-thirds), are now being fed
daily in community kitchens."
Not satisfied with the introduction of eating regimenta-
tion, the Nazis have privately advised the chefs in the
community kitchens to prepare their meals in such a way
that the customers actually do not get their full ration of
foodstuffs.
Yet with the increasing difficulty of getting the full
ration in retail shops even with all the necessary cards,
the kitchens have become really popular.
For the rest of the German people, those who are not
employed in factories and offices or who, for some reason
or other, must as yet eat at home, the food shortage is
turned into a national joke. It was Goebbels' idea to